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‘The Home-Coming

HE Jewish question is bound in one

wuy or another to come before the

peace gonference, not in one way

or unother, but in all ways. If it bo

true that the Jewish guestion is a moral

barometor, then the conference cannot de-

eontly eyade the responsibility of meeting

and solving those interwoven questions

which together are mvolved in the Jewish
status,

The peace conference of 1019 will differ

from the peace conference of 1878 in that

no such dazzlingly gifted Jew as was Dis-

raeli is dominant in its counsels—though i
Digraeli’s service to his people was one of

good will rather than of achievement, Self-
revering Jews such ns the writer hold it to
be the happlest augury that the attitude of
the peace conference to the Jew will be de-
termined not by the power of any outstand-
ing Jewish personality but by the moral
necessities alike of the Jewish problem and
the professed purposes of the conference
itself,

The Jews
To-day

The Jews ure at one and the same time
more and less happily circumstanced in
1916 than in 1878, More happily in that the
world has in part, because of the war and
the things for which the war was fought,
renched highor levels of international prin-
ciple anid practice than those which gov-
erncd the Hismarck dominated procedure of
1878, More happily because the dominant
powers of 1918 are not the Germanle nationa
which, because of the nimbus of the 1871
triumph, were still in the ascendant in 1878,
but the two Englinsh spenking common-
woeslths nnd the two Latin demoeracies
which have brought to a triumphant elosas
man's supreme struggle for freedom.

Liesa happily, on the other hand, are Jewa
vireumataneed ftoaday hoeause Rusain, land
rattier than Homne of half of the world's
dowty of yestordny, ia gone for a time in
wny event, and bocause of its temporary:
Homtst not he porminnent dedline, the grent

&

Why the Recovery of Palestine Is of Special Significance to the Jews, Though
Only Some of Them Care to Go There—Judah’s Place
S at the Peace Table.

finlte complexily of international circum-
stance makes it all but impossible to succor.

The American
Jew’s Burden

This helplessness of dtorm-swept Eastern
Jowry means that the heaviest share of the
burden of world-Israel must be borne by the
American Jew, It i3 good that the Ameri-
can Jew is able und ready to bear the bur-

den, ns a result of the growth not only of |

the Jewish community in American life but
of ita deepening consciousnesi of responsi-
bility Tor thy Jewish status the world over,
American Israel hus risen to {he high ocen-
#ion which summons it not merely to give
unstintedly of ita material resourecs, but of
that eapacity for leadership which the needs
of a generation of stress and turmail have
evoked from out its life. HBrandels and
Mack, Morgenthau and the Strauses, Mar-
shall, Flkus, Frankfurter are the names that
represenit the higher gtatesmanghip of the
Jewish people,

Last of all, and yet perhaps most impor-
tant of all among the happily furthering
circumatances of the Jew In relation to the
peace conferenee, 1o tha frull that the tnost
significant Jewigh community in the world
Lday fa & purt of that which
hecame mogt potent in world eouneils and
fnuet enger to innugueate e s of repati-

nalion iR

By Rabbi Stephen 5. Wise

progress 18 to be found in the fact that the
Jewish question need not be put by Jews
und yet must be answered by the peuaer
conference. For one thing, as nlrendy in-
dicated, half of the thirteen or fourteen
niillions of Jews dwell in that East-Eurepesn
zone which waa swept by war a dozen times
aud now is ravaged yet again by those lesser
wars which are not lesger in their hurt to
their victims. The conference may not ad-
journ without taking into account and
firmly grappling with the difficulties of an
unlocalized Balkan problem, the Jewish
question,  Semoe there are at the peace
conference who are utilizing the facts of
the HBolshevist terror in order to excite
the wrath of Furope assembled in Paris
againat Jews and thus to avert a solution
Just and equitable of the Jewish queation.
But statesmen at Parie worthy of the name
understand that Bolshevism is not a Jewish
phenomenon but 8 Russian gymptom of
European unrest, and that, though a hand-
ful of Jewish renegades led by ‘I'rotzky
aro among the leaders in Bolshevist counsel,
the great mass of Rudsian Jewa are the
bitter and implacable foes of Bolshovism,
even ap they were great-learted and glori-
ously forgiving in their loyalty to the Rugsin
which had long scourged them,

Order Out
of Chaons

: . e

in the four great victorious lands, so shall
he he dealt with among all nations that are
to beeome signaterics of the pence paet.
In ‘other: words, that which is the right,

I not privilege, of the Jow in lands vietorious

shall be exdctad hehalf of the Jew
all lands which to ineluded within
the pale of internationul peace and brothor-

hatid.

un ih

ank be

It is the mors necessary for the

conforence to insist wpon including cquality

peace

of stntus for the Jew in the eode of all
nations which are to be admitled into the
worlil covenant bleanse 14 was in Ahe de-
fontod lunds that, save for Russia aml Hit
mamin, prier o the war, the JJew Tored
worat. Two ugly and lonthsome things
found their hieth oe fobivth in Centeal Furo-
pean dandsomilitarizm oand anti-Semitism.,
| The connection is not 0 matter of chanca,
for militarism, unchallenged and trinm-

phant, ls bound to breed just such anti

focinl  phentmena as anti-Semitismm, We
eannol bring oursclveas to believe thal a
lengue, or tha league, of nations would

auffer any member to eontinue thess prac
ticed of ineguity and diserimination which
the
Linn and Tnearporation of the epieit of an'ti

wre nothing moee than legenl eodifien

e s,

The Jews

in the family of nations aiming to do jus-
tice within and without their borders. It
remains the writer's confident hope t+ ut the
written covenant of the league will nut fail
to make mandatory and inviolable in all
lunda that charter of equality which the
Allied mations have
own statute books.
A second problem must be faced by the
conforence and this, like the foregoing, is
not essentially a Jewish problem, though it
have a Jewish aspect. Nafional self-deter-
mination versus Prugsian domination was
the qssue of the war, Prussianism spelt for
the world the terror of external dominstion.
Any domination, howscever imposed from
without, will longy and justly be bhranded as
Prussianism. National self-determination is
ong of the goals of the peace conference,
but is not wholly attainable in theosa lands
which, us a result of the flux of centuries
of migration, conquest, permeation, are
made up of diverse national and racial units,
inextricably bound up with one another
wilhin the limits of territorial soversigntiv.

The Question
of Palestine

The unliberated VPoland of yesterdny
vitinly atrove for a cantury 1o achiove those
minority rights which Russia, Germany and

Austrin webs a unit in withholding from

inaeribed upon their |

of the Nation Without a Home

——

voutly hope that Poland will be Kulded gngq
deterred by the example of hor eamuw.]o“
oppressors and will, not only becauss of
eonference mandite, but beenuse of the com.
pulsion of her own tragic experience, grang
to the very considerable Jewish Minorite
within the Polish republic that MOAsUry of
self-determination which s wholly com.
patible with national loyalty and makes i
truth for the strongest federation of racially
and religiously varying elements,

The third Jewleh question befors the
peace conference is the question of Pales.
tine. The world, save for a handfy of
American Jews, knows that the Bpirit of
Jewish nationality has never ceased to
though Roman invader exproprigted the Jow
from his national home nenrly ninetesy
hundred years ago. The question §
the Peace Conference is not whether
shall be a Jewish Palestine, but whag form
that Jewish Palestine shall take politisfh,
and how best it can be developed from with.
in and safeguarded from without, Sorme.
now the heart of men turns to Greag Britain
and summons the British government gnq
people to take upon themselves tie burdey
of trusteeship under a lrague of natlong
for a Jewish Palestine.  Britain dog not
seek such trusteeship, but the will of the
nations is fixed upon such COnsummAtion
of the world's faith toueh ng the ancient

home of the Jew, that it may again beeome
homelanid of

! people under
those inviolable guaraniees of the leagye

of nations, which Hritain may
upon to gecurd,

A Jewish Palestine means that Jews arg
to be enabled at the earliest pursible Momeng
to lay the foundations of a Jewish commone
wealth under the fostering and sheltering,
(and may I nct say reparativa?) guardiane
ship of the league of nations. The futupy of
the Jewieh commonwoalth the world cannet
shape. 'The event must rost in the bands
of the Jewish people. 1t remaing to be Mean
whether, us we linve long believed, the dewe
will be adqual to the spportuanily not therely

ouf phy whinent in their dnglan

the  Jewis)

be counteq

sical reistnh
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Puzzle:

By Richard Hoadley Tingley

T BEEMS like a paradoxical state that
the traction lines gerving the most
densely  populated section of the
United States should be unable to earn

a lving,

The paradox is still further uccentuated
when nccount is taken of the fact that the
patrong of these linea aro daily compelled
to ride under conditions of “high density
compression” to which human beings never
ghould be subjected. “Straphangers” s
the name that used to be applied to the
unfortunate riders on the surface, the ele-
vated and the subway lines of New York.
The name iz no longer applicable, ginee,
during the “rush" hours at least, one cannot
get near cnough to a strap lo hang to it;
indeed, straps have almost ceased to he a
necessity, for, in the density of compres-
flon, one needs no other sappart than that
afforded by the other unfortunates who
surround him.

Mr, Shonts further adds to the difficulty
when he states, ag he has recently stated
in his “Subway Sun” thut the subway lines
were designed at the start to carry 400,-
100 passengers u day, and that now (Lhig

- wus before the “Il" system was put into

A operation lust summer) they are CATIYing
1,200,000 people daily. This ineresse in
business having been brought about with-
out materially inereasing the mileage, the
question naturally presents itself: “If the
subways could make money (and they did)
by carrying 400,000 people a day, why eun-
not they now live while carrying 1,200,000
people a day 7"

The Other Side
Of the Story

In order to carry these 1,200,000 people
a day over lines originally built to earry
but a third of the number the Inter-
borough has been compellod to spend enor-
mous sums of money on equipment, on ad-
ditional power plant installations, an
lengthening out platforms at nearly every
station, and in many other ways, includ-
ing that transportation anomaly, the Forty-
second Street “shuttle.”

Furthermore, the five-cant fare of the
time when 400,000 people daily were being
earried in worth but about two or two and
8 half cents in purchasing power now.
In no eity in the country (I think T am
nafe in making this nszertion) can u pas-
songer ride wo many milen, if he chooses,
for a single faro, as on the transportation
. lines of New York City. The money in the
~ traction business is in the short riders snd
# very large proportion of the elovated and
subwuy patrons are long ridors.

These nre nome of the slements of the
- proportion that nobody serms able to work
. out. No one hun ever been nble to golve,
. o the satisfaction of everybody, the valus
~ of the unknown quantity; the @ of the
 equation.
 There are, however, a fow points that
- #tand oot distinctly and must be recognized,
Af we cun believe what Mr, Shonts says,
the patrons of these lines must glve mors
money for the privilege of “wardining"”
themuklves into their eary, or the companies
ropresents will surely follow the foot.
of the Brooklyn Rapid Tranwit and
OR & new manager in the person of
 rocciver. And if we ean belisve what

yor Hylan and other members of the
I of Estimate say, the sity will surely
over wnd operate the lines if Mr,
 abandons his eontracts. In sither
At means sninerenmy In fare, for

b recelver nor & municipal manager
able to dodge the isuue,
#0 fsr #8 any improvement in ser-

In riding conditions is concerned

little

relief can be expected from any
gquarter, So long as Manhattan Island con-
tinues to be g0 much longer than it is wide,
and so long nd New York people all insist
upon travelling in the same dircetion ol the
sume time, thore is only one way by which
the intolerable riding conditiona can he im-
proved and that is by building duplicate,
purr.]llel lines of both clevated and subway,

Troubles of the
Out-of-Town Tractions
New York but represents in un oxug-
gerated way the difficulties experienced by
other traction companies the country over.
A fayerite theme of George Randolph
Chester, when exploiting the activities of
his ereation, Mr, Get-Rich-Quick Walling-
ford, was the manipulation of the trolley
franchise. Chester chose this industry in
order to display the financial genius of his
puppet beecause, as everybody knows, there

| was money to be made in the building and

uperation of electric railronds and the field
offered, perhaps, more fruitful possibilitics
than any other.

But times huve changed, and, as overy-
body knows, there is no longer any money
to be made in strect railroading, and Mr.
Chester has chosen different avenues of in-
dustry in which to exploit the talents of
his Wallingford.

After a stiff fight, covering muny lean |

years in which the chiel thought of the
managers of electric railway propertics has
been to avoid going to the wall, thoy have
finally been obliged to gurrenider Lo the in-
evitable. They might, perhaps, have boen
able to weather the storm and come out
with a skin not too severely lacerated had
not too many adverse conditions eonspired
in ever-increasing number and intensity to
keep them down., As il was, however, with
no relief in sight; with the hard-hearted
public service commissioners becoming more
hardened of heart each yoar; with fixed
obligations maturing, and with a continued
tnability to exercise any control over either
their income or their outgo, they have given
up the strugele; they have invited muniei-
pal or public purchase of the propertics
that could no longer he profitably managed
under private ownership,

Haul the U

It s safe to say thal theré iy not o mom-
ber of the Americun Railways Associntion,
nor uh oofMieer or manager of any privitely
awned  traction company in the United
Htutes, that indorses the principle of pub-
lie ownership of utilitics propertics. Any
one of thede men, if asked, could, no doubt,
point out to you the miosl cogent reasons
why such properties should not he owned

| und opevated by the publie, They could an

would give you ressons based on theoreti-
enl and economie grounds that would he
all-convineing, They coulil go hack and
quote from the early authoritics un politi-
cal economy, Adam Smith and others, und
could prove to you by the principles lnid
down by them that, for political reusons if
for no other, the public ownership of utili-
ties properties could net succend. They
could quote to you from the practical ox-
perlences of something more than 200 publie
utilitics propertics now municipally owned
and operated, and could prove to vou by
exuct fuets and figures that these are all
failures.

Notwithstanding all  this, at a  recont
mucting of the American Railways Associa
tion, ul which upward five hundred
memhbers present, resolutions

of
were

were |

introduced and pussed recommending that
traction managers throughout the country |

“lnnd  all possible aid in the promaotion
of legislation nccessary by publie author-
ity to bring about publie ownership of all
electric railway lines," and to “arrange for

v sueh terms of payment as could conveniently

|

| efforty

neeord  with the linancinl limitations
presenl state laws” It was poinled out
by one of the members that cost of opeln-
tion has provented practically all electric
railway lines from earning on their in-
vestment, this condition being accentuated
by the fact that traction lines are sceorded
the least amount of public sympathy, “The
remedy for these conditions ia public own-
ership,” eaid Richard MeCulloeh, presi-
dent of the United Railways of St, Louis.
"Under present condilions loeal {ranchives
are valueless."

0F

It has tnken several years Lo hring about
this change of heart in the traction men:
several years of intengive etruggle in an
to live under the old conditions.

1

HOW LONG 18 UNCLE.
ke ‘

haping apaingl hope thal (e ban would b
Hifted: and thut they would be permitbed
to perform the funetions for wlieh they
wore eroawted inooa mannee gatisfaetory o
themsolyos,  the pulidie: wnd  thelr  sloek-
hplders,  TL in o wine mun, however, whao
knows when he is Lonten, and the oloctrvie |
ratlroader, taken in the abstrmet, ivoa wive |
mun.  ITe pow wesks to Yot out from
under™ before the final eragh comes 1

seeks Lo wnlond his property on theo pub-
e that has been elumoring so long to got
poesession of i, and to transfor Lo

burden of ownership and operation of that
whieh s no longer protitable.  he tp
tion owner dees this in noospivit of vin- |
dictiveness, but en  the thesey that

public itself is responsible for the pitiahle |

condition in which

the averdge traction
properly now fimds ftself; that the publie
wanta Lo own and eperate the propertics
8o us to demonstrate that it eian do €o in
nomuch better wnd cheiper manner than
any privete owner ean; gnd he 5 perfectly
| willing to lot the public tey.
Depreciated to the
Vanishing Point
The eloetrie vatlvond monawer knows g
thing or two shout traction afales Lhat
the publio; all of it at any vate, doesn't
know. ITe knows thal if all the capital
stoek (which earvies with it the franehise

rights) of almost any clectric railrowd in

the United States were presented to him,
or Lo you or ome, ae n free pift, he, or
you, ov I eould not affard to accept it, We
could not afford 1o aceopt o gift Ahat
earries with it aueh prave respanfibili-
tiee, This applics lo the properiics oljn'pur.\:!-
ing in many of our largest cities ¥ well
as in smaller communitiea, It is thegs
responsibilities Lhat the traetion men are
now perfectly willing to place upon  the
hrond shoulders of the public and the

public 15, in ity ignorance, clamoring Lo ae-

eapt them

What o thange sinee the paling days
of Mro G0 BLQ Wallingfomd  when his
chitel serupation  cansisted in exploiting

Bigh finsnes i Lol
In s Bght to preserve for itself a “nlaca

in the sun' to Lhe of

wliieh

A

tmpartance

the mdustey. seems Looentitle it (e olie-
tete radlwny dnterests Biave organsaod, and
throveh theie Nutional Committee o Pab
Lie Lhdlitieon Conditiam: have BYoen dolnge NI
mnn's  work, The' results weeomiplished
have, howevor, heen disappointing,  Nhey
have Found e impossible o arouse any
arent wmount of sympathy for their con
dition, Betwoen traction munagers wnd the
public there has olways baen disteoast, dnd
itowill take more than the specinl el
ings af the publicity bureavs of the Tormer,

however adeoitly. put forsard, to convinee
the  lTatter Chat

derious the tmatter with the pationt,

Not Wholly Due to

War Conditions
It b

At war are wholly respansible for the
in which n wll
prapertios, the
thril

thva

there s anything

ek by

(| sail thut eonditions arsing
nf

plizhi

el pubillic utilitics

[KESFTUC {71 Vions, now

themsclves. Prine to the time when

Eoatates declarved Germany to be
Ly of
il bedn dteadily mounting.

s pronerd
fos
penr: before: Lhe

13 enemy tost Tnbor and materials

Manugers of
the

throughout country
their o ap
reculatory bodies in up-

(teiel} sl

fuets amd

peiis for relief, But the regulatory bodies,
the public seryice commissionsg, seemed to
he in i quundary, They did not know Low
ty Tha provailed
they were erentod,

act,
i hd
Puarpose

impression HINOT

thierm not for the

ranling
under thoeir juri
Tt

punrding tho

wiccion shonld relief seem
for ‘the purpuso  of
inlerests of the public against
ubilivies

NeCeEENTY, =0 e

thase of the prapuertics, They did

not seem fo cdulize that their dubies might
be retrowctive: they were
boidy to keep these properties dowyn, ot to

help raiae them up out of trouble. [ their

roeliol to eompunics |

constituted |

guandary valuptions amd endless logal pro- |

ecedings wire resorted’ to, with a rosult
thaty except in n Hmited sense, the trae-
tons obtoined 1idtle reliet ot their hands,
In most  cukes  fures, rates of taxation.
tenngfer privileges, apportionment of cout
of strect improvements, efe, weri Bxed by
contraet long ago, by the lerms of the
muticipal of stule franchise undor

SAM GOIWG TO WAILTQ,

which |

the eompunics operated, and eould not
lhghtly alteved,
Appeals to Washington
For Reliof

Fatling of substantial relief at home, uy-
pral was made to the Fedoral guthoritios,
e Federn] Finaneo Coyporation had, in
the mean time, been formed for the purpose
of lending povernmental finaneisl HEFIEL-
ance to industries affected by way condi-
tions.  Through its National Committes
on Tublip Utilities Conditions appenl was
mde to this souvee in to obiain
meet maturing obligations, Up
{0 tho present time, however, although bath
President Wilson and John Skelton Will-
s, Controller of the Currency, and
other prominent government officials all
openly agree that these useful industries
should not be permitted to lack substan-
tinl aid, nothing substantinl has happened.

Before the Committee on Finance of the
Umited States Senate appearod, last Sep-
tember, Philip W, Gadsden, chairman
of the National Committee on Publie Ttil-
ities Conditions, in an appeal for the relief
of the industries he represented. These in-
dustries, e stated, represent F10,000,000,000

be

arder

funds to

i real invested capital with annual Eross I

receipts amounting to $1,500,000,000, Al-
thouph his able presentation of the case
fell upon apparently sympathetic ears, if
one may judge from the character of the
questions that were asked by the
tors. nothing has happencd,

Bailed down into a brief analysis, thore
I8 no great diffieulty in pointing out the
cuuse of the trouble in which the woleetrie
railway industry now finds itself, It is
briefly this: While {he price of every-
thing used by the railways, including labor,
has wdvanced from 50 per cent Lo 400 per
cent, the price of a trolley ride has re-
mained fixed at five cents: the same as it
Wwaos ten or twenty yvears ago,

Senud-

Five cents
of the olden tine is equivalent to but twao,

or two and & half, eontd of to-day. With
the rapid advatice of commodity prices
olher dndustrios have been able to pass

the obligation along to the consumer. Not
s the trolley eompany. If the five cent
fare was o just and equitable price to pay

nited States for a Nickel

for a {rolley ride ten yoars ugo it certain

ly s not so now; and herein lies the
souwt of the trouble with the tractions.
It s cudier, hopever, to point out the

trouble than the vemedy; bLut the remedy
must certninly be found, much as you and
I would dislike to dig down into our pock-
els for that extra eent, or two, or three,

The experience, however, of some of the
lines that have been given permission to

incrense the fare 2 not reassuring. On
short huuls tand it ia in hort hauls that
the money is made in transportation) it
has: heen found that former riders now
become walkers—and suve their money.
But this cundition ean mever happen in

New York.
The Importance
of the Industry

FEverybody knows that the eclectric mils

ways are one of the most essential sd-
juncts to eur modern eivilization and man-
ner of life. They hayve developed a su
burban life that would have to be entirely
recast should their lines be abandoned

The ‘menbiérs of @ community servel
by @ given eleptric railway se , 10 any
great extent, sre the owners of 115 stocks

and bonds, Their chief interest, therefors
is in the efficiency of the transportation it
affords.  Under these cireumstances it
would seem that the interests of the eom-
munity and the opersting company ought
to be identical; that they should both work

i harmony, to their mutual good. But
this is whut dJdoos pot happen. Few in-
staneces huve yet bheen recorded where &

feeling of cordinlity exists hetween these
two factions. The eat and the dog often
et wlong better together than do the rep-
resentatives these two interests I
will not nttempt to go into the *why” of
this feeling, but that anlagonism, always
more o1 always coxists none
will, 1 This ix one of the
reasons why electrig railways all over the
country are had
other reazons as well

Whar of
the Future?

of

less  aeute,

1
L

thin deny.

' u wity, bui there are

The lines of elactric railway, as we know
them, have filled a certain gap in the econ-
omic developinent of urban and interurban
transportation. That the system has its
drawbucks none will depv. 1t i heavy,
cumbersomao, inclastie, costly of construc-
tion und maintenunce, but it is the best we
know, The trolley car is drg usunlly
erowded, stufly, smelly, but it gots us there
Wa should remember, however, that the
trolley was born before the advent of the
automobile, with its smooth running pneu-
mutic tires, hnd pampered us into the real
luxury of riding.

fiy,

But who enn say that the trolley is hera
to stuy? That it will outlast nnother gens
eration? In this age of progress slmost
anything in the way of an innovation may
be poasible. Some of the brightest minds
in the country are seeking s substitute. Will
it be the airplane, or some modified form
of the jitney, or something elve? Who ean
tell?

In the mean time, under the terms of the
surronder, it reninins to be seon what will
happen to thit form of transportation whict
we now have. Will the terms of the sui®
rendor bo aceepted wnd will the publie Tise
to the oceasion and take over what there I8

loft of these hard pressed tractions (inelils ;

ing their obligations)?
Or will motters deift nlong, the propert|es:

gradunlly going into veeeiverahip, b‘“"‘“'-:‘,.'
and sbandonment ? v o
it




